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Eeforms have increased the opportunities for contact and co-
operation between officials and non-officials,, and though indi-
vidual non-officials who have undertaken public duties may have
sought to emphasize their independence of official control, manj?
have shown a greater deference to official advice than their
position actually imposed upon them. Another result of the
Reforms has been to increase the call for officials to serve at
headquarters. The inevitable result is a diminution of district
experience and of contact with village life. Moreover, in some
provinces, it has unfortunately happened that in the pursuit of
economy the opportunities given to officials serving in the Dis-
tricts of travelling throughout their charges have been curtailed.
But it is not generally true that the attitude of the villager has
changed or that the satisfaction which comes from close and
continuous association with him and his daily cares and interests
is now denied to the British official. It is rather that official
work is more impersonal than it used to be, and that the prob-
ability of long service in a District with the intimate knowledge
and personal friendship with men of all classes which it brings >
is much less to-day than before.
322. The conditions under which district administration is being
carried on to-day are still changing: the adjustments which the
Reforms demanded are still going on; and the reorganisation of
the Services which the policy of the Lee Commission involves
is still incomplete, But no changes or adjustments are likely
to alter the central fact that the District Officer must remain a
very important person, the embodiment of effective authority,
and" the resource to whom the countryside turns in time of
difficulty or crisis. The respect in which he is held, and the
influence which he wields, reflect the preference for personal
and visible authority, which will endure though that authority
is the spokesman and instrument of responsible government. In
no future that we can foresee, will the post of a District Officer
cease to be one which calls for those qualities of integrity and
decision, which so many of the best kind of public servants have
exhibited in the service of India.